
ABBOTT JOINS FORCES WITH U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO
DEVELOP PORTABLE BLOOD TESTS FOR EVALUATING
CONCUSSIONS
ABBOTT PARK, Ill., Aug. 18, 2014 /PRNewswire/ -- Abbott (NYSE: ABT) and the United States Department of
Defense today announced a collaboration with the intent to develop portable blood tests to help evaluate
potential concussions, also called mild traumatic brain injuries (TBIs). As part of a multi-phased approach, the
tests would be developed for Abbott's i-STAT® System, a handheld, diagnostic analyzer that is currently used for
other point-of-care testing, including among military service members. Concussions are a significant health
concern for military service members. [1] With the development of new tests, physicians could use the
information to positively impact the care of people with a suspected concussion.
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Traumatic brain injury (TBI) is a serious health issue in the United States. At least four TBIs occur
every minute and it costs Americans nearly $77 billion each year.

"The quick and accurate diagnosis of a concussion is critical so that soldiers who are affected--whether on the
battlefield or not--can be removed from duty to recover and to prevent further injury," said Colonel Dallas C.
Hack, M.D., Brain Health Coordinator, United States Army Medical Research and Materiel Command. "The
Department of Defense collaboration with Abbott represents a major initiative to help improve efforts to
understand this complex injury and care for wounded warriors suffering from this condition."
Research suggests that certain proteins are released in the bloodstream following a brain injury, such as a
concussion. Data have shown that detecting a mild traumatic brain injury can be difficult since imaging
technology may not show abnormalities and symptoms can be similar to or mistaken for other medical
conditions. [2], [3]
"Medical advances are needed to help more quickly assess concussions. The collaboration between Abbott and
the Department of Defense is an important step in ensuring that military service members, and ultimately
civilians, receive proper evaluation," said Beth McQuiston, M.D., a board certified neurologist and medical
director, Diagnostics, Abbott. "These new tests could open the door to many possibilities for evaluating
concussions and helping clinicians optimize care and outcomes."
About Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBI)
A TBI is caused by a bump, blow or jolt to the head that disrupts the normal function of the brain.[4] A TBI is
classified based on the seriousness of injury, from mild to severe. [4] The majority of cases, both civilian and
military, are mild TBI (also called a concussion). [1], [4]
TBIs are common among United States military service members. According to the Department of Defense,
since 2000, more than 300,000 service members worldwide have been diagnosed with TBIs.1 The majority of
TBIs in the military – eighty four percent – are caused by training, accidents, illness and non-combat
assignments. [5]
About Abbott Point of Care
Abbott Point of Care (www.abbottpointofcare.com) is headquartered in Princeton, N.J., and develops,
manufactures and markets critical medical diagnostic and data management products for rapid blood analysis.
The company's premier product is the i-STAT, a market-leading handheld blood analyzer capable of performing a
panel of commonly ordered blood tests on two or three drops of blood at the patient's side.
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About Abbott
Abbott is a global healthcare company devoted to improving life through the development of products and
technologies that span the breadth of healthcare. With a portfolio of leading, science-based offerings in
diagnostics, medical devices, nutritionals and branded generic pharmaceuticals, Abbott serves people in more
than 150 countries and employs approximately 69,000 people.
Visit Abbott at www.abbott.com and connect with us on Twitter at @AbbottNews.
[1] Department of Defense worldwide numbers for TBI. Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center. Website:
https://dvbic.dcoe.mil/dod-worldwide-numbers-tbi. Accessed Aug. 12, 2014.
[2] Lee H, Wintermark M, Gean AD, et al. Focal lesions in acute mild traumatic brain injury and neurocognitive
outcome: CT versus 3T MRI. Journal of Neurotrauma. 2008; 25:1049–1056.
[3] Kochanek PM, Bergerb RP, Bayıra HI, et. al. Biomarkers of primary and evolving damage in traumatic and
ischemic brain injury: Diagnosis, prognosis, probing mechanisms, and therapeutic decision making. Current
Opinion in Critical Care. 2008; 14:135–141.
[4] Injury Prevention and control: Traumatic brain injury in the United States. Fact sheet. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. Website: www.cdc.gov/traumaticbraininjury/get_the_facts.html.  Accessed March 13,
2014.
[5] Information provided to Abbott by the U.S. Department of Defense. Represents data for traumatic brain
injuries from 2000 through 2011.
 
 
To view the multimedia assets associated with this release, please click
http://www.multivu.com/players/English/7293951-abbott-u-s-department-of-defense-develop-portable-blood-
tests-concussions/
SOURCE Abbott Laboratories

For further information: Jessica Masuga, (847) 935-0650 (office), (847) 970-1391 (mobile); Darcy Ross, (847)
937-3655 (office), (224) 475-7673 (mobile); Financial - Tina Ventura, (847) 935-9390

Additional assets available online: 
 PHOTOS (1)

 DOCUMENTS (1)

http://www.abbott.com/
https://dvbic.dcoe.mil/dod-worldwide-numbers-tbi
http://www.cdc.gov/injury/
http://www.cdc.gov/traumaticbraininjury/get_the_facts.html
http://www.multivu.com/players/English/7293951-abbott-u-s-department-of-defense-develop-portable-blood-tests-concussions/
https://abbott.mediaroom.com/2014-08-18-Abbott-Joins-Forces-with-U-S-Department-of-Defense-to-Develop-Portable-Blood-Tests-for-Evaluating-Concussions#assets_111
https://abbott.mediaroom.com/2014-08-18-Abbott-Joins-Forces-with-U-S-Department-of-Defense-to-Develop-Portable-Blood-Tests-for-Evaluating-Concussions#assets_112

