Abbott Launches Whole-Genome Sequencing Oncodetect® Molecular Residual
Disease (MRD) Test To Detect Traces Of Cancer During And After Treatment

o Powered by whole-genome sequencing and MAESTRO' technology, the next-generation Oncodetect test takes a
distinct approach to MRD, tracking up to 5,000 patient-specific variants with a limit of detection below one part per
million under high-end inputs 1:2:3

o The next-generation Oncodetect test builds on more than 20 years of trusted leadership in using genomic information
to personalize cancer care

« Modeling estimates more than 3 million U.S. patients with solid tumors could potentially benefit from MRD testing

ABBOTT PARK, Ill., Oct. 26, 2026 /PRNewswire/ -- For many people with cancer, completing treatment can bring a new
uncertainty: Is my cancer really gone?

Even after treatment, small amounts of cancer may remain in the body at levels that can be difficult to detect. Molecular residual
disease (MRD) testing looks for traces of circulating tumor DNA (ctDNA) in the blood, providing additional information that can
help physicians understand recurrence risk, monitor treatment response, and inform decisions about what comes next.*

To help address this need, Abbott (NYSE: ABT) today announced the commercial availability of its next-
generation Oncodetect® MRD test, a personalized, tumor-informed, whole-genome sequencing test designed to provide
molecular insights during and after cancer treatment. -2

For more than 20 years, the Oncotype DX Breast Recurrence Scor& test has helped physicians use genomic information to

personalize breast cancer treatment and is recognized as a standard of care in early-stage breast cancer.® The next-generation
Oncodetect test builds on that foundation, expanding Abbott's ability to provide molecular insights across the cancer care
continuum. Abbott's broad cancer diagnostics portfolio spans cancer screening, hereditary cancer testing, genomic profiling,
recurrence risk assessment, and MRD testing.

The personalized test uses a sample of each patient's tumor to identify its unique DNA markers, then looks for those same
signals in the blood. At the heart of the next-generation Oncodetect test is MAESTRO, a technology developed at the Gerstner
Center for Cancer Diagnostics at the Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard and enhanced by Abbott. Combined with whole-
genome sequencing, this approach expands variant discovery from up to 200 variants in the first-generation test up to as many

as 5,000 patient-specific variants.:> MAESTRO technology enriches tumor DNA from blood up to 1,000-fold before sequencing,
making cancer signals easier to detect.'2 Together, these advances achieve a 30-fold improvement in limit of detection to below
one part per million.¥3:78 This ultrasensitive performance is designed to identify residual disease when ctDNA levels are
especially low, including in early-stage disease and post-treatment settings.%-10

Importantly, MAESTRO enables cost-efficient sequencing, allowing Abbott to offer the whole-genome Oncodetect test to all new
patients from day one, rather than reserving the technology for select cases.

"For many people affected by cancer, finishing treatment does not mean the uncertainty ends," said Maimah Karmo, a triple-
negative breast cancer survivor and president of the Tigerlily Foundation, a national women's health and oncology patient
advocacy organization. "Waiting for the next scan and wondering whether cancer may return can take an emotional toll. New
tools that give care teams more information about recurrence risk can support more meaningful conversations about what
comes next."

Designed to detect when disease is hardest to find

MRD tests differ in how they identify and track tumor-specific DNA. The next-generation Oncodetect test takes a distinct
approach, combining broad whole-genome variant tracking with MAESTRO technology that enriches tumor DNA from blood to
create many opportunities to detect ctDNA when very little is present.
« Broad variant tracking: Whole-genome sequencing tracks up to 5,000 patient-specific variants, expanding
opportunities to detect residual disease at critical clinical decision points.1 2
« Tumor DNA enrichment: MAESTRO enriches tumor DNA detection up to ~1,000-fold 1:2
« Ultrasensitive detection: A limit of detection below one part per millior¥, while maintaining >99% analytical
specificity.3:78
This ultrasensitive performance is designed to identify residual disease when ctDNA levels are especially low, including in early-
stage cancers, low-shedding cancers such as prostate, lung, kidney, and HR+ breast, and post-treatment settings.g'11

Building the evidence behind next-generation MRD

Clinical studies are evaluating the performance of the next-generation Oncodetect test across multiple solid tumors. In patients
with locally advanced esophageal cancer, longitudinal testing detected ctDNA before recurrence in all 14 patients who


http://www.prnewswire.com/

experienced recurrence, achieving 100% sensitivity.12 In the PARTNER triple-negative breast cancer study, the next-generation
test identified 90% of patients who later experienced distant recurrence within five years from a single post-surgery blood draw,

a three-fold improvement over the first-generation test.'3

New Beta-CORRECT data presented at the European Society of Medical Oncology (ESMO) congress showed a 30% absolute
improvement in sensitivity for recurrence within two years with the next-generation Oncodetect test, compared with the first-

generation test, at a single post-surgical time point in patients with stage II-1V colorectal cancer.'4

"We've spent decades getting better at treating cancer once we find it. The next chapter is about understanding what may be
happening at the molecular level during and after treatment,” said Dr. Rick Baehner, divisional vice president, chief medical
officer, precision oncology, Abbott's cancer diagnostics business. "MRD represents an important evolution in precision oncology,
helping move cancer care beyond waiting for signs of recurrence toward more informed decisions throughout a patient's

care. Our next-generation Oncodetect test reflects that evolution, bringing together whole-genome sequencing and MAESTRO
technology to help detect residual disease when the molecular signal is extremely low."

Advancing MRD in cancer care

Abbott's precision oncology tests are fully integrated into leading electronic health record systems, making it easier for
physicians to order tests and access results within their existing clinical workflows.

Abbott continues to build clinical evidence for MRD testing through more than 20 ongoing studies evaluating the next-generation
Oncodetect test across tumor types, academic collaborations, and real-world research. The company is also working to broaden
patient access through payor coverage and international expansion.

Frequently asked questions

Who is MRD testing for and how does it work?

The Oncodetect test is available for patients with solid tumors and must be ordered by a healthcare provider. The personalized,
tumor-informed test uses a sample of the patient's tumor, typically from a patient's biopsy or surgery, to identify DNA changes
unique to their cancer to create a molecular "fingerprint." A blood sample is then collected and tested for those same tumor-
specific signals, with additional blood draws over time providing a molecular view of how disease may be changing.

What is the next-generation Oncodetect test?

The next-generation Oncodetect test is a tumor-informed molecular residual disease (MRD) blood test designed to detect
extremely low levels of circulating tumor DNA (ctDNA) during and after cancer treatment. Powered by whole-genome sequencing
and MAESTRO technology, the test has a low limit of detection below one part per million,* while maintaining >99% analytical
specificity. 138

How does the next-generation Oncodetect test improve on the first-generation Oncodetect test?

The next-generation Oncodetect test moves from whole-exome to whole-genome sequencing, significantly expanding the

number of tumor-specific signals it can track and improving its ability to detect extremely low levels of ctDNA. Key advancements
include:

« More opportunities to detect residual disease:Tracks up to 5,000 patient-specific variants, compared with up to
200 with the first-generation test.!:®
« Greater sensitivity: A low limit of detection below one part per milliorf, a 30-fold improvement over the first-

generation test.3:7-8
« Deeper detection: MAESTRO technology enriches tumor signals up to ~1,000-fold, helping identify ctDNA when

extremely low amounts are present.’

Why does detecting ctDNA at low levels matter?
Circulating tumor DNA (ctDNA) is genomic material shed by tumors into the bloodstream. ctDNA positivity in patients who have

received treatment is strongly prognostic of cancer recurrence, even at very low levels.'3 Detecting ctDNA at low levels can help
identify patients at higher risk of recurrence and provide information to support treatment and surveillance decisions.®

About the Oncodetect® test

The next-generation Oncodetect test is a whole-genome sequencing-based tumor-informed molecular residual disease (MRD)
test designed to provide a personalized approach to detecting and monitoring residual cancer in patients with solid tumors. The
test analyzes circulating tumor DNA (ctDNA) shed into the bloodstream by tumors, offering insights into changes in ctDNA levels
over time. This quantitative assessment of ctDNA (measured as MTM/mL) helps healthcare providers better understand a
patient's MRD status and make informed treatment decisions.

The Oncodetect® test was developed, and its performance characteristics determined by Genomic Health, Inc. Performance
characteristics may not apply in tumor types not included in this test's clinical validation. The test has not been cleared or
approved by the US Food and Drug Administration. The test is performed at Genomic Health Inc. The Genomic Health Inc. lab
performing this test is certified under CLIA regulations and qualified to perform high-complexity clinical laboratory testing.

About Abbott



Abbott is a global healthcare leader that helps people live more fully at all stages of life. Our portfolio of life-changing
technologies spans the spectrum of healthcare, with leading businesses and products in diagnostics, medical devices,
nutritionals and branded generic medicines. Our 122,000 colleagues serve people in more than 160 countries.

Connect with us at abbott.com and on LinkedIn, Facebook, Instagram, X and YouTube.

*MAESTRO = minor allele enriched sequencing through recognition oligonucleotides

MAESTRO was developed by researchers at the Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard. Abbott enhanced the technology for use in
the next-generation Oncodetect test.

1 Internal estimate for addressable patient populations based on solid tumors amenable to MRD testing.
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